Issue 150 October - November 2025

National | Surrey
Autistic | Branch
Society

Welcome to the October - November issue of Surrey News

This issue includes....

See pages 3 - 4 for our calendar of
online & in-person meetings for parents
of autistic children, plus groups for
parents/carers of autistic adults, girls
and those with PDA, plus partners of
autistic people.

e Children’s Christmas party in
Woking — p5

¢ Dungeons and Dragons in
Godalming — p5

e Relaxed Pantomime ‘Beauty and
the Beast’ in Guildford — p5

e New Form for Referral to NAS
Family Support Service — pé

e Drama Club for Autistic Children
and Young People — pé

e Inclusive dance performances in
Surrey libraries — pé

e Drama Group Near Oxted - p7

e Additional Needs Service
Showcases in Ash & Redhill - p 7

e New Support Network for Autistic
Parents in Surrey — p8

e Courses on Anxiety and School
Non-Attendance - p8

e NAS open letter Following Trump’s
Claims about Autism — p8

e Events for Carer’s Rights Day in
November — p9

Information for Adults, Young People
and their families:
¢ Online Meeting about Caring for
an Adult with Autism - p10
¢ Information on Amazon
Supported Internships — p11
e Netflix Training Scheme for ND
Accountants —pl1
e Guildford Social Club for Adults
with a Learning Disability — p11
e Tips for Staying Safe in the
Community - p12

Summer was, as usual, a quieter time for the
branch but we were pleased to be able to
offer families with younger children a free visit
to the Little Street role play centre in West
Byfleet, and a swimming event in Woking,
both run jointly with the professional NAS
Family Support Service.

In September, the Hogsback Brewery in
Tongham kindly offered us the opportunity to
run an information and fundraising stall at its
annual three-day Hop Harvest music festival.
Fortunately our volunteers were undaunted by
the rain and the stall was a great success!

We have a full programme of support group
meetings this autumn, with our Spouses and
Partners Group meeting regularly once again.
See page 3-4 for dates and contact details for
all our support groups

This ferm we have another Dungeons and
Dragons taster session on 2nd November in
Godalming and our children’s Christmas Party
is set for 7th December at the Woking Leisure
Centre. Please see pS5 for details of how to
book both events.

Due to family circumstances, Jill Goulding has
sadly had to step down from the committee.
We are extremely grateful to Jill for her many
years of volunteering for the branch.

We welcome new branch volunteers Amy
Robinson, Sarah Roberts, Nicole Perez-
Hunter and Andrew Stevens. We hope you
will be meeting some of them soon at
activities and support groups.

Christine Malik and Jason Malschuk
Co-Chairs, NAS Surrey Branch

Email: surrey.branch@nas.org.uk

Website: https://NASSurreyBranch.org

Tel: 07423 435413

Facebook: @NASSurreyBranch

Donations: hitps://bit.ly/JustgivingNASSurreyBranch




NAS Surrey Branch Contacts

General Information
Branch Mobile: 07423 435413
surrey.branch@nas.org.uk

Joint Chairs:
Christine Malik
Jason Malschuk

Treasurer:
Haywood Drake

Treasurer.NASSurreyBranch@nas.org.uk

Adults:
Sara Truman
strumansurrey@gmail.com

Branch Membership:
Nancy Rowell
nassurreymembership@hotmail.com

Events:
Please get in touch if you can help.

Website & Newsletter:
Emma Whitfield
emmawhitfieldnassurrey@gmail.com

Parents of Girls' Group
Sally Roberts
sallyaroberts@hotmail.co.uk

Parents of Adults’ Group
Hilary Dyce
hilarydyce@yahoo.co.uk

Parents of Children with PDA Group
Emma Ellis
Emma.ellis@nas-volunteers.org.uk

Other Activities:
Stella Smith
Victoria Nunn

Other Useful Contacts

Unless clearly stated, organisations are not
endorsed by NAS Surrey Branch or the NAS.

NAS website: https://www.autism.org.uk/
NAS membership: https://bit.ly/3I1841BW

Education Support

SEND Adpvice Surrey: 01737 737300
www.sendadyvicesurrey.org.uk

SOSISEN chairity for support with EHCPs etc
Tel: 020 8538 3731 www.sossen.org.uk

Family Support & Representation

NAS Family Support Service
surrey.familysupport@nas.org.uk
Mindworks Surrey Children & Young People's
Emotional Wellbeing and Mental Health
Service www.mindworks-surrey.org
Portage support for children with SEND
under 3.5 years https://bit.ly/3zLW635
Family Voice Surrey parent representation
https://familyvoicesurrey.org/

Action for Carers 0303 040 1234
https://www.actionforcarers.org.uk/

Parent Programmes
NAS Stepping Up For Autism course
Email: Surrey.FamilySupport@nas.org.uk

Activities for children and young people

NAS Resource Centre, Godalming 01483
521743 SEResourceCentres@nas.org.uk
interAKtive Epsom-based chairity for children
with autism and other differences 07876
762178 www.interaktive.org.uk

Adult Services

Surrey Adult Social Sves: 0300 200 1005
NAS Surrey Service: 01483 861600
surrey.service@nas.org.uk

Employment Support

Employability Surrey service for people with
disabilities including. 01483 806806
https://bit.ly/3f8WXTu

We are always looking for volunteers
to help at our events.

Please email us at
surrey.branch@nas.org.uk if you can
help regularly, or even just from time
to time.

AS Mentoring specialist mentoring and
employment support for autistic people
https://asmentoring.co.uk/

Benefits advice

For children: https://bit.ly/3xblyagN
For adulis: https://bit.ly/3ydoXNg
Cerebra Downloadable DLA guide:
https://bit.ly/4axWN2A

If you have problems clicking on any links, you may need to paste them into your browser



NAS SURREY BRANCH CALENDAR October - December 2025

NAS Surrey Branch support groups enable parents or other family members of autistic
children or adults to meet up and share their knowledge and experiences. If there
isn't a group in your area, why not look at starting one yourself¢ For more
information, email surrey.branch@nas.org.uk

Please note, all dates are provisional and could change due to unexpected events.
Please contact the host if you are planning to attend a meeting so that they know
numbers and to confirm that the meeting is going ahead.

ONLINE SUPPORT GROUP FOR PARENTS/CARERS OF AUTISTIC CHILDREN IN SURREY
Meets monthly during term-time. Your child does not need a diagnosis for you to
attend. For links for these meetings, email support@nassurreybranch.org
Wednesday 15" October 10.00-11.30 am

Monday 17t November 8.00 — 9.30 pm

December TBC

LOCAL IN-PERSON SUPPORT GROUPS
In-person support groups run by parent-volunteers for parents/carers of autistic
children in Surrey. Your child does not need a diagnosis for you to attend.

Ashtead

For venue contact: Tarah Basu: tarahbasu@googlemail.com
Tuesday 14" October 10.00 am - 12 00 noon

Tuesday 11" November 10.00 am - 12.00 noon

Tuesday 16 December 10.00 am - 12.00 noon

Frensham

For venue contact: Christine Malik: christinemalik@btinternet.com and
Bonnie Noyce JBNoyce@yahoo.com

Monday 13t October 9.30-11.00 am

Monday 10t November 9.30-11.00 am

Monday 8" December 9.30-11.00 am

Guildford

For venue contact Sara Truman: strumansurrey@gmail.com
Friday 17t October 10.00 am — 12.00 noon

Friday 215t November 10.00 am - 12.00 noon

Reigate

For venue contact: Victoria Nunn: victoria.nunn@nas-volunteers.org.uk
Friday 39 October 10.00 am - 12.00 noon

Friday 7" November 10.00 am - 12.00 noon

Friday 5" December 10.00 am - 12.00 noon

Walton-on-Thames

For venue contact Emma Whitfield: emma.whitfield@nas-volunteers.org.uk
Thursday 9" October 10.00 am - 12.00 noon

Friday 14 November 10.00am - 12.00 noon

Thursday 4th December 10.00am — 12.00 noon

If you have problems clicking on any links, you may need to paste them into your browser



LOCAL IN-PERSON SUPPORT GROUPS / Cont'd

Woking

For venues contact Paula Gerrard: paulagerrard@live.co.uk
Wednesday 15t October 10.00 — 12.00 noon

Tuesday 4" November 8.00 —9.30 pm

Wednesday 3 December 10.00 — 12.00 noon

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

Parents of Adults Group

Face-to-face meetings in West and East Surrey alternate with Zoom meetings.
Contact hosts for venues/Ilinks.

Tues 71" Oct 2.30 pm Online Contact Hilary Dyce hilarydyce@yahoo.co.uk

Weds 22nd Oct 7.30 pm Online Contact Sara Truman strumansurrey@gmail.com
Mon 39Nov 10.00 am Woking Contact Hilary Dyce hilarydyce@yahoo.co.uk

Mon 17t Nov 10.00 am Leatherhead Contact Sara Truman strumansurrey@gmail.com
Mon 15t Dec 2.30 pm Online Contact Hilary Dyce hilarydyce@yahoo.co.uk

Thurs 11th Dec 7.30 pm Online Contact Sara Truman strumansurrey@gmail.com

Parents of Girls Group — Woking and Guildford

**NB: the Woking meeting venue has changed. Please contact Sally for details**
A group for parents of girls. Meets about once a month during term-time.

For venue contact Sally Roberts sallyaroberts@hotmail.co.uk

Friday 10" October 10.00 am - 12.00 noon Guildford

Thursday 13t November 10.00 am - 12.00 noon Woking **

Friday 12" December 10.00 am - 12.00 noon Guildford

Spouses and Partners Group, Guildford

Meetings for the partners of autistic people (no diagnosis necessary).
For venue contact: Janet Moore janet.moorel95713@gmail.com
Wednesday 12th November 8.00 pm Guildford

Wednesday 19th November 10.30 am Woking

Wednesday 10th December 8.00 pm Guildford

Wednesday 17th December 10.30 am Woking

Parents of children and young people with Pathological Demand Avoidance
This group meets over Teams. To receive the link contact Emma Ellis at
emma.ellis@nas-volunteers.org.uk

Thursday 30" October 8.00 pm

Thursday 27" November 8.00 pm

Don't forget our email support group — the NASSB online forum. To join go to:
https://nassurreybranch.org/moderated-email-forum/

How to Support the Branch When You Shop Online

If you're starting to think about Christmas shopping, please sign up to Easyfundrasing:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/nassurrey/ You just sign up for free, then
the Branch receives a small donation every fime you shop online from most main
retailers including M&S, John Lewis, Argos, eBay, Next...and loads more. It costs you
nothing and there are some great offers on the site.

If you have problems clicking on any links, you may need to paste them into your browser



Branch Children’s Christmas Party in Woking
Our annual children’s Christmas Party is taking place on Sunday 7th December from
4.00 - 6.00pm at Woking Leisure Centre.

The event is for autistic children and their siblings aged 10 and under and includes
exclusive use of the soft play area for our group, plus tea and a visit from Santa.
Please bring a small gift for your child / children (wrapped and clearly labelled) for
Santa to give them. If your child doesn’t want to see Santa, you can take them out
of the room before he arrives.

The suggested donation is the same as last year - £5 per child, with discounts for
multiple children from the same family. Older siblings can have tea for £4 per head.
BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL via Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/nas-surrey-
branch-christmas-party-2025-reqistration-17403230962292aff=oddtdtcreator

Branch Dungeons & Dragons In-Person Event in Godalming

Our next Dungeons & Dragons sessions for autistic young people aged 12 - 17 will be
held in Godalming on Sunday 2nd November. There will be two sessions from
10.00am -12:00pm and 1.00 — 3.00pm for up to 6 adventurers per session.

In Dungeons & Dragons, the players form an adventuring party who co-operatively
explore fantasy worlds and embark on epic quests. It is a collaborative story telling
game where the players take charge of their character, deciding what actions to
take and working together to defeat foes, solve puzzles and be heroes.

These sessions will use basic starter rules which can be explained and intfroduced as
play is carried on, so prior knowledge of the rules is not required as the Dungeon
Master will explain everything. The sessions will use pre-made fantasy characters on a
short quest. All materials will be provided, you just need to bring your imagination!

Parents/carers of the players remain responsible for their children throughout and will
need to remain on site — there will be tea and coffee available and a chance to
chat to other parents and volunteers from NAS Surrey Branch. The suggested
donation is £5 per player. For more details or to book, please email parent volunteer
Jason Malschuk at Jason.Malschuk@nas-volunteers.org.uk

Relaxed Pantomime ‘Beauty and the Beast’ in Guildford

Yvonne Arnaud theatre is staging relaxed performances of its festive pantomime,
Beauty and the Beast on Sunday 7th December at 5.30pm and Saturday 13th
December at 10.30am.

The special performances have been adapted to create a more welcoming and
supportive theatre environment for those who may benefit from a calmer setting.

* House lights will remain on throughout the show

* Loud noises, flashing lights, and sudden effects have been reduced
* There will be no audience interaction or surprises

* Movement and noise are welcome

You can book tickets here:
https://www.yvonne-arnaud.co.uk/whats-on/beauty-and-the-beast
If you have problems clicking on any links, you may need to paste them into your browser




New Form for Referral to NAS Family Support Service

There is a new referral form for people wishing to apply for support from the NAS
Family Support Service, run by professionals in Godalming (this is different to the NAS
Surrey Branch). As before, you can self-refer, or ask a professional to refer your child.
You can download the new form from our website here:
https://nassurreybranch.org/nas-clubs-for-children/

The Family Support Service offers support including:

8 week Stepping Up for Autism courses for parents

1:1 support for parents (either 3 or 6 sessions)

Direct work with children aged 8 — 16 years

Transition work with young people aged 16-18 years
Parent/carer workshops on specialist topics

Clinics at family centres offering 1:1 advice

Autism training for schools and professionals

Free & inclusive ‘family fun days’ during school holidays
Family events in collaboration with the NAS Surrey Branch

You can contact the NAS Family Support Service directly by email at
surrey.familysupport@nas.org.uk or call 01483 521 743 for more information.

Drama Club for Autistic Children and Young People
Express CIC in Kingston has spaces available for its Drama Club for autistic young
people aged 8-16.

The session includes drama games and activities, confidence building, working as a
team, physical theatre and improvisation. Sessions take place in Surbiton on
Mondays during term-time from 4.15 - 5.15pm and cost £15 per person per week.
Contact drama@expresscic.org.uk for an application form.

Inclusive Dance Performances in Surrey

Second Hand Dance is a dance company which produces performances for
children and adults. The company is bringing performances of its inclusive show,
‘The Sticky Dance’, to Surrey libraries this autumn, including some performances
called ‘Sensory Groovers' specifically for neurodivergent children aged 3 - 8 who
are home-schooled.

Dates for the performances for neurodivergent home-schooled children are:

Tues 4th November — Camberley
Wednesday 5th November — Staines
Thursday 6th November — Weybridge
Friday 7th November - Farnham

Booking is essential and spaces are limited. To book a ticket for the ‘Sensory
Groovers' sessions for home-educated, neurodivergent children (for ages 3 - 8), go
to https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/imagination-spaces-the-sticky-dance-private-
4298963

To view dates or to book a ficket for ‘The Sticky Dance’ (for children aged 3 - 5) go
to: https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/imagination-spaces-the-sticky-dance-4264203
If you have problems clicking on any links, you may need to paste them into your browser




‘A Sense of Fun’ Weekly Drama Group Near Oxted

The charity Head2Head Sensory Theatre has launched a new drama group for
SEND children and young adults. Called ‘A Sense of Fun’, it offers weekly
confidence-boosting sessions led by experienced facilitators. The small group
workshops, limited to ten participants, focus on fun drama games and activities
that encourage creativity and build confidence.

Sessions are open to beginners and seasoned performers alike, with groups tailored
for age 7 to 18+. Weekly classes take place at H2H Barn Hub near Oxted. To find out
more and sign up for a FREE taster session, go to
https://h2hsensorytheatre.com/product/drama-classes-for-send-surrey/

‘Express Yourself’ Teens Group

Express CIC in Surbiton hosts a teens group, run by an art therapist registered with
the Health and Care Professions Council on Wednesdays during term time from 5.30
- 6.15pm. The session encourages non-verbal, sensory and symbolic expression
which they say is useful for those who find traditional talk-based interventions
challenging.

The therapy group is appropriate for teens aged 14-17 who are looking for a group
setting to explore safe emotional expression, build esteem, foster relationships and
have fun. The session rate is currently £30 as it is a small group (if the group goes up
to 4 or more members the rate will be £20 a session). If you are interested please
contact therapy@expresscic.org.uk

Additional Needs Service Showcases in Ash and Redhill

Surrey Family Information Service, in partnership with the Guildford Borough
Community Wellbeing Team and Family Voice Surrey, are running two Additional
Needs Service Showcases this autumn: a general interest one in Ash, and another in
Redhill, which focuses on preparing for adulthood.

These events offer an opportunity for families and professionals who support them to
explore and connect with a variety of local services, organisations, and charities.
There is no need to book, just turn up

South West Showcase

Venue: Ash Centre, Ash Hill Road, Ash, GU12 5DP

Date: Monday 27 October

Time: 10am to 3pm

There will also be opportunity to try the Autism Reality Experience, which gives a
virtual insight into living with autism. You can book here: https://bit.ly/4micjyj

Preparing for Adulthood Showcase, Redhill

Venue: The Light 3 to 11 Gallery Walk, Redhill RHT 1RU
Date: Tuesday 11 November

Time: 9.30am to 2.30pm

To find out more about the Showcases, go to:
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/community/news/categories/families-and-young-
people/additional-needs-service-showcase

If you have problems clicking on any links, you may need to paste them into your browser



New Support Network for Autistic Parents in Surrey

As part of the Autism Friendly Communities project, Autism by Experience have
launched a new Facebook group for autistic parents of any gender, the Surrey
Autistic Parents Network: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1244751550385%941/ .

It is equally suited to parents who have autistic or neurotypical children.

In addition to the private Facebook group, they will be hosting monthly online
meetings for autistic mums to share advice and experiences.

If there is interest, they will explore setting up an online group for autistic dads.
For details, email AFC@autismbyexperience.co.uk

Weekly SEND Play and Learn Group in Camberley
Barnardos and Home Start run weekly SEND Play and Learn sessions for children up
to 5 years old, pre or post diagnosis on Thursdays from 2.30 — 11.00am in termtime.

The sessions provide a safe space to meet other parents and carers of SEND
children and specialist interactive play opportunities for your little ones. For details,
go to https://www.barnardosfamilycentressurrey.org.uk/surrey-heath-family-centre

Open Letter Following President Trump’s Claims about Autism
The National Autistic Society has released a statement responding to President
Trump's recent claims about autism:

You can read the text of the statement here:
https://www.autism.org.uk/what-we-do/news/response-to-president-trump-tylenol-
and-vaccines

You can also sign the NAS ‘Truth Matters’ open letter which will be shared with any
politician or media figure who makes a false claim about autism:
https://act.autism.org.uk/page/178427 /petition/1

Courses on Anxiety and School Non-Attendance
Surrey Adult Learning is offering two free courses that are not autism-specific, but
may be of interest to members:

First Steps to Understanding Emotionally Based School Non-Attendance is an online
course that runs over three weeks in two hour sessions. You will gain an
understanding of your child's school avoidance and ideas on how to make
changes for a positive impact for all the family, including being confident in
advocating for your child. For course dates, more information and to book your
place please go to https://bit.ly/4gLtk%i

Help Your Child Manage Anxiety Courses & Workshops will help parents better
understand their child’s anxiety and learn ways to manage it. They will explain the
definition of anxiety, what it may feel like for your child, signs of and reasons for
anxiety in children and ideas of ways to help your child manage their anxiety. For
course dates, more information and to book your place https.//bit.ly/4nPXPOb

If you have problems clicking on any links, you may need to paste them into your browser



Carers’ Rights Events Online and In Person
There are several events going on around Carer’s Rights Day, 20th November.

Online seminar on Carers Rights with Professor Luke Clements, Cerebra Professor of
Law and Justice on 20th November, from 10am -12.30pm. Hosted by Action for
Carers, the session will cover rights for all carers and the Law Commission’s recent
work on the reform of Disabled Children’s Social Care law around assessment and
support of disabled children and their carers. You can submit any questions before
the session. To book go to https://www.actionforcarers.org.uk/event/carers-rights-
professor-luke-clements/ or call 0303 040 1234 (option 2).

Online Session on Carers Assessments & the new Surrey County Council respite
break offer on 18th November from 7.00 - 8.30pm. The Action for Carers event will
be led by SCC Carer Practice Advisers. For details go to:
www.actionforcarers.org.uk/events

There is also a Carers Fair run by Guildford Wellbeing Team on Saturday 22nd Nov
from 10.00 am to 2.00 pm at The Hive, Park Barn Drive, Guildford, GU2 8EN. For more
information email: community.wellbeing@quildford.gov.uk or call 01483 444150.

National Seminar on Supporting Fathers of Children with SEND
Contact for Families is hosting a FREE national online seminar on supporting fathers
of young children with SEND on Wednesday 15th October from 11:30am - 1.00pm

The seminar will look at how services engage with and support fathers and male
carers of early years children with SEND.

Guest speakers include Paul McDaniel - Senior Programme Co-Ordinator at Future
Men; Nigel Nicholls - Male parent carer and patron of Contact; Paul Meadows -
SENDS 4 Dad; Adam Hindhaugh - Strategic Lead for Early Help and Family Hubs.

For more information or to sign up go to Eventbrite: https://bit.ly/3IFe80OB

Online Seminar ‘What is PDA?’ for Parents and Professionals

The PDA Society is running an online session on Thursday 2nd October from 10am -
12:30pm for parent/carers and professionals wanting to find out more about
Pathological Demand Avoidance.

It is an infroductory session offering an overview of PDA and will consider what
demands are and their effects, explore PDA demand avoidance, share
approaches that might be beneficial, and signpost to additional resources.

This session is being offered with a recording of the live sessions available for 7 days
after the second session (select recording option when booking). The Q&A session
will not be recorded to protect delegate confidentiality.

The cost for Professionals is £75 per person, and for parent/carers - £30 per person,
both plus Eventbrite fees.

To book or for more details, go to: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/what-is-pda-
tickets-1418858537079
If you have problems clicking on any links, you may need to paste them into your browser




Action for Carers ‘Meet the Benefits Advisers’ Session
Action for Carers Surrey has two (part-time) Benefit Advisers who can offer support
with completing these forms:

Disability Living Allowance (DLA)
Personal Independence Payment (PIP)
Attendance Allowance

Carer’s Allowance

ESA capability for work

They are hosting benefits Q&A online on 11th November from 12noon -1.30pm. For
details: call 0303 040 1234 (Option 2), email: CarerSupport@actionforcarers.org.uk
or text: 07723 486730

Please note, If you need help with Universal Credit and Pension Credit, please go to
Citizens Advice who are commissioned to provide support with these.

Thank You to Hogsback Brewery!

We were very honoured that the NAS Surrey Branch and NAS (national charity)
were chosen this year as the causes supported by the Hogsback Hop Festival, run
by the Hogsback Brewery in Tongham.

Volunteers from the Branch attended the Hogsback pub quiz, plus two days of the
Festival, collecting an amazing £1,325.74. This included over £200 from people
giving us their unused food and drink tokens, which Hogsback Brewery honour as a
cash donation. A HUGE thank you to Rupert Thompson, Mark Frogley and Jill Adams
at the brewery for their support.

...And Oxshott Parent Participation Group

We were invited to give a talk about Understanding Autism to members of the
Oxshott Parent Participation Group in September. The talk was free to attend, but
people were invited to donate, and did so very generously, raising a total of £232
from the evening.

Our thanks go to Dr David Reeves for inviting us and to the attendees for their
generosity.

INFORMATION FOR ADULTS, YOUNG PEOPLE AND THEIR FAMILIES

Online Meeting about Caring for an Adult with Autism

Action for Carers Surrey is hosting a meeting about caring for an adult with autism
led by Marie-Anne Mckee of Space2BYou from 7.00 -8.30pm on Monday, éth
October. It offers a chance for carers to discuss difficulties or raise questions that
are hard to ask or resolve when caring for someone with Autism when they have
rigid routines or they don't want to leave the house.

To book visit https://www.actionforcarers.org.uk/event/coping-with-caring-caring-
for-an-adult-with-autism/, call 0303 040 1234 (option 2); or email
CSAdmin@actionforcarers.org.uk

If you have problems clicking on any links, you may need to paste them into your browser
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Amazon Supported Internship Information Session

Amazon offers supported internships in Weybridge and is holding a

virtual information session for anyone interested in the programme for the next
academic year at 10.00am on Tuesday 16th October.

The information session is specific to this programme but would be beneficial for
anyone wanting to understand who they should share this information with, families
who want to know about supported internships in general, or families/young people
who have a genuine interest in this programme in particular.

Topics that will be addressed on the call include:
e Eligibility
e What the programme looks like
¢ Who would be a good candidate
o Next steps

You can join the Teams video call directly via this link:
https://bit.ly/3VGYsNI

Meeting ID: 397 839 265879 0

Passcode: tP7GKé69i

If you need further information, contact Grayson O'Reilly (she/her), Supported
Internship Lecturer & Programme Lead at goreilly@ambitiouscollege.org.uk

Nefiflix Training Scheme for ND Accountants

The Production Guild of Great Britain is running a Netflix Assistant Production
Accountant Training Scheme. This is a 12-month paid programme in partnership
with Netflix solely open to neurodivergent, deaf or disabled accountants who are
looking to move into the film and television industry.

They are looking to recruit up to five trainees with qualifications or equivalent work
experience in accounting to complete 21 days of classroom training, followed by
placements on Netflix productions for the rest of the year.

Training will take place at Shepperton South Studios, starting on Wednesday 25th
February 2026 from 9.30am-5pm. The deadline for applications is 10am Tuesday 4th
November.

Applications are now open on the Production Guild's website:
https://productionguild.com/iraining-courses/upcoming-courses/napats-2026/

Guildford Social Club for Adults with a Learning Disability
Lockwood Social Club in Guildford is a club for adults with a learning disability and
their friends, family and carers. There is a DJ, a licensed bar selling low-cost drinks
and a sensory chill-out zone.

Food is available from 5:30pm and can be pre-ordered online and the club is from
7pm to 9pom at Lockwood Centre, Slyfield, Guildford GU1 1RR

To book, email: lockwoodsocialclub@gmail.com or call 07378 756 107.

If you have problems clicking on any links, you may need to paste them into your browser
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Tips for Staying Safe in the Community

Autism by Experience have developed a booklet as part of the Surrey Autism
Friendly Communities project, funded by Surrey County Council. Young people
from ATLAS, one of the Surrey Youth Voice participation groups, helped to develop
the booklet in partnership with the team from Autism by Experience. Find more
useful resources and information on the Autism by Experience website.
https://autismbyexperience.co.uk/autism-friendly-surrey

Learning from the lives and deaths of people with a learning

disability and autistic people (LeDeR)

The LeDeR annual report for 2023 has been published (in September 2025). There is
an easy read version of the report and an easy video available on the website. The
report includes an analysis of deaths among autistic adults without a learning
disability. https://www.kcl.ac.uk/research/leder

For up to date news and information about our events, and those organised by
other local organisations, do sign up to the NAS Surrey Branch email forum
https://nassurreybranch.org/moderated-email-forum/

About NAS Surrey Branch

NAS Surrey Branch is a volunteer-run support group for the parents and carers of
autistic children and adults, and the partners of people with autism. We have over
4,000 members in and around Surrey.

It's FREE to join but a small donation via our JustGiving page
is appreciated as we receive no external funding:
https://bit.ly/JustgivingNASSurreyBranch

If you're a member of NAS at national level, you can
nominate us to receive part of your NAS subscription by
emailing supportercare@nas.org.uk

We run an active email forum and produce an email newsletter every two months.
We also host talks, parent / carer support groups online, plus family events across
Surrey. To join for free, go to https://nassurreybranch.org/membership or email
surrey.branch@nas.org.uk to request a membership form.

We are part of the National Autistic Society which works for autistic people and runs
services such as schools, clubs and adult centres. It has over 20,000 members, over
100 local branches and works in partnership with 50+ local autism societies.

National Autistic Society, 2nd Floor, Weston House, 42 Curtain Road, London EC2A
3NH www.autism.org.uk. Registered charity, number 269425. Company limited by
guarantee, number 1205298.

The views expressed in Surrey News are not necessarily those of National Autistic
Society, and reference to any specific services or approaches to autism does not
imply endorsement. All material is copyright NAS Surrey Branch and cannot be
reproduced without permission.

If you have problems clicking on any links, you may need to paste them into your browser
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